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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
July 24, 2012 

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, John Oehler, Volker Oakey and Rob Zisko Not Present: Dave Long 
Also Present: Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, Bob Wynn, Township Engineer, Chief Michael McDonald, Rich Schilling, 
Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   The Board 
held an Executive Session concerning real estate acquisition. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
John Oehler moved to adopt the June 26, 2012, minutes as amended. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed.  Volker Oakey 
abstained since he was not present at the last Board Meeting.   
 
 

Bills for Approval 
 
Rob Zisko moved to approve the following bills paid from June 23 thru July 20, 2012: 
  

1. General Fund  $ 30,587.42   4. Subdivision & Escrow    $    3,996.34 
 2. Liquid Fuels $   6,781.89 5. Special Fees                $      124.80  
 3. Open Space $   3,084.40 6. Street Light  $       500.55 
 
John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Public Comments on Agenda Items 
 

There were no public comments on the Agenda Items. 
 

 
Public Hearing – Conditional Use Application – New Cingular Wireless/AT&T TMP #42-4-43 & 42-4-44 

 
Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, discussed the application received by New Cingular Wireless, PCS, LLC dba AT&T Mobility to 
construct a one hundred and thirty (130) foot communications tower together with communications antennas, an equipment pad 
and equipment shelter on property located at the intersection of Hilltop Road and Route 309.  The property is zoned Planned 
Industrial and communications antennas/towers and communication equipment buildings are permitted in this district by 
Conditional Use pursuant to the Springfield Township Zoning Ordinance.  Scott MacNair gave a brief explanation on how a formal 
Public Hearing was to be held.  After his explanation, he asked if anyone in the audience wanted to obtain Party Status.  There 
were no responses to the request in the audience.  Scott MacNair explained that a court stenographer was present to swear in 
witnesses and record verbatim testimony and that a copy of the hearing would be available through the court reporter directly.   
 
Scott MacNair introduced the following exhibits: 

T-1 Copy of the Condition Use Application  
T-2 Copy of the letter to the Intelligencer regarding advertising of the hearing 
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T-3 Copy of the public notice that appeared in the newspaper 
T-4 Copy of the letter sent to the applicants advising them of the Conditional Use Hearing 
T-5 List of the property owners living within five hundred feet of the property 
T-6 Copy of the Proof of Publication that the public hearing was advertised in the Intelligencer 
T-7 Affidavit of posting executed by Richard Schilling, Township Zoning Officer 
T-8 Affidavit certifying Debbie Godshall, Assistant Zoning Officer, mailed the notices to the properties within five 

hundred feet of the property 
T-9 Affidavit of request for continuance by applicant 
T-10 Review letters from Bob Wynn, Township Engineer 

 
Scott MacNair confirmed that the Planning Commission recommended approval per the conditions of the conditional use. 
 
Witnesses for the applicant were sworn in the by court stenographer.  The witnesses were Mike Katra, Joseph Frega, Greg 
DeStephano and Jake LaForet.  Nicholas Cuce represented New Cingular dba AT&T. 
 
Mr. Cuce introduced the following exhibits: 
 A-1 Conditional Use Application 
 A-2 Decision of Springfield Township Zoning Board 
 A-3 Letter to Richard Schilling requesting waiver of Land Development 
 A-4 Bucks County Recorder of Deeds Receipt/Deed of Consolidation 
 A-5 Executed Letter of Authorization 
 A-6 Aerial photos of various views of subject property 
 A-7 Site Acquisition Memorandum – Existing Structure Analysis 
 A-8 Curriculum vitae of Michael Katra 
 A-9 FCC license issued to applicant 
 A-10 Propagation Plan showing reliable coverage in Township without proposed site 
 A-11 Propagation Plan showing proposed reliable coverage in Township with site 
 A-12 Radio Frequency Emissions Compliance Report prepared by Sitesafe 
 A-13 Curriculum vitae of Joseph Frega 
 A-14 Site plan prepared by Dewberry Goodkind, Inc. 
 A-15 Impervious coverage calculation letter prepared by Dewberry Goodkind, Inc. 
 A-16 Removal cost estimate prepared by Dewberry Goodkind, Inc. 
 A-17 FAA 1-A Survey Certification prepared by Dewberry Goodkind, Inc. 
 A-18 FAA determinination 
  
Mike Katra, AT&T RF engineer, Joseph Frega, project engineer, Greg DeStephano, site location consultant, and Jake LaForet, 
council for property owner, testified for the applicant. 
 
The Board reviewed the conditions and asked many questions of the witnesses.  Public comment was made by Township 
resident James Nilsen who asked if there were plans for emergency power.  Joseph Frega responded that a battery backup will 
be installed that can last for up to 19 hours.   Scott MacNair read the conditions of the Conditional Agreement.  A written decision 
will be created by the Township Solicitor containing the Board’s decision and the conditions placed on this Conditional Use 
agreement.  Barbara Lindtner moved to approve the Conditional Use by New Cingular Wireless dba AT&T  Mobility for TMP #’s 
42-4-43 & 42-4-44 incorporating the conditions as previously stated contained in the written decision done by the Township 
Solicitor.  Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  Barbara Lindtner moved to approve the waiver of the land 
development.  Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 

 
Reports 

 
Road Department (posted) – The 6/22/2012 thru 7/17/2012 report was reviewed.  The Road Department filled potholes, 
performed ditching on several roads, dug up a section of blacktop at the firehouse and filled with stone, installed 85 foot of pipe on 
Township Road and equipment maintenance on their vehicles.  The 2012 seal coat work was completed during this time period.  
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The Road Department installed speed limit signs on Winding and Gruverville Roads along with replacing signs throughout the 
Township.  They performed 338 hours of road maintenance, 55 hours of equipment maintenance, 63 hours of building 
maintenance, 10 hours of sign maintenance and 60 hours of roadside mowing during this period. 
 
Police Report – Chief McDonald reported 146 total calls for service in June, including 18 performed by the State Police.  There 
were eight reportable crashes.  The value of property stolen in the Township during June was $150.   
 
Entries into the National Crime Information Center were completed and confirmed active during the early part of July.  Chief 
McDonald discussed the need for a new computer to be put into the new Tahoe and to replace the old computers the department 
currently has.  A $2,500 donation was received by the police department to purchase computers for the police vehicles.  Rob 
Zisko moved to authorize the purchase of computers for the police vehicles not to exceed $2,500.  John Oehler seconded;  the 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Chief McDonald discussed the purchase of a new police vehicle.  He suggested purchasing a 2013 Tahoe as the department is 
very satisfied with the durability and capability of the 2012 Tahoe that was recently purchased.  The cost would be almost the 
same as the 2012 Tahoe.  Financing and purchase options were discussed by the Board as well as availability of the vehicle. 
They decided that they wanted to put together a capital expense and needs overview before making any decision. The Board 
decided to table the discussion for a future meeting. 
 
Treasurer Report – The Board reviewed the current budget and balance sheets as of July 20 for the different funds.  Jason 
Wager highlighted some key points within the reports.  The Township has received $414,141 in EIT revenue ($30,803 under 
budget for 2012 and $42,426 less than 2011).    Real Estate revenue was $11,089 under budget.  The total revenue is $976,755 
compared to $889,736 in 2011.  The total YTD expenses are $718,883 ($29,580 under budget).  The Township net income is 
$257,872, putting the Township $71,064 over budget. 
 
Currently the reserve is at $639,648.  Jason attended PSAT’s training for Basic Training for Municipal Secretaries and 
Administrators on June 27.  He also reported that the Community Day website was recreated and the new computers for the 
administration and police have arrived and will be installed in the next few weeks. 
 
Township Manager – Rich Schilling reported he continues to lend support as needed to the committees and organizations within 
the Township.  He attended Planning Commission and Open Space Committee meetings and has been working closely with the 
Community Day Committee in planning this year’s event.  Rich also noted that he and Supervisor Oakey met to discuss contract 
negotiations with the police, which will start in August. 
 
Zoning activity has remained strong.  Rich performed 3 Use & Occupancy inspections for resale in June.  Zoning processed a 
total of 31 permits in June for a total of $5,752.90.  The year to date zoning revenue is $57,261.30.   
 
 

Governmental Matters 
 
There were no governmental matters to discuss.   

 
 

Planning Matters 
 

There were no planning matters to discuss. 
 

Old Business 
 

Prior to discussing old business, Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize the Township Solicitor to proceed with a resolution 
concerning the acquisition of a conservation easement for TMP#42-009-128 consisting of 38 acres.  Rob Zisko seconded; the 
motion passed unanimously.   
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(1) Open Space – Resolution authorizing Acquisition of Conservation Easement on Moore Property and take action 
necessary to complete Highland Grant Application – Scott MacNair gave a brief description of the resolution for the property 
located on Hickory Lane Road.  The cost would be $290,000 to Township with the owner donating a portion of the Conservation 
Easement having a value of $308,000.  This would be an advanced payment and the grant would reimburse the Township.  Rob 
Zisko moved to approve Resolution 2012-11 authorizing the acquisition of 62.8768 acres on TMP #42-12-114.  Volker Oakey 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
 
(2) Execution of Conditional Use approval for Brandywine Transportation – Rob Zisko moved to adopt the Conditional Use 
decision for Brandywine Transportation on TMP #’s 42-4-75 & 42-4-76.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed.  Volker 
Oakey abstained since he was not present at the Conditional Use Hearing. 
 
 

New Business 
 
(1) Open Space Bond Re-financing – Open Space Committee Chairman Jeff Lindtner discussed the refinancing of the Open 
Space bond.  The different options for the Township on how they could do the refinancing and what impact it could have was 
discussed by the Board.  They reviewed a memo created by Ed Giera who analyzed the bond options and gave 
recommendations to the Open Space Committee.  Rich Schilling informed the Board that Gordon Walker, Managing Director at 
PFM, could come to the next meeting and go over the specifics for the refinancing.   Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize the 
refinancing of the Open Space bond and to set up a refinance working group including a bond council, Public Financial 
Management Inc., Township solicitor, Township Manager, Township Treasurer and Open Space member.  Volker Oakey 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
(2) Resolution for Speed Reduction on Drifting Drive – Barbara Lindtner moved to approve Resolution 2012-12 establishing 
a maximum speed limit of 25 miles per hour on Drifting Drive.  John Oehler seconded;  the motion passed unanimously. 
 
(3) Medical stipend increase for Secretary/Treasurer – The Board discussed a stipend increase for the Secretary/Treasurer.  
With the increase, the Township would save $502.77 per month and $6,033.24 per year.  Rich Schilling also stated that Debra 
Godshall, Assistant Zoning Officer/Administrative Assistant, whose family is not on the Township’s dental or health plans would 
be asking for a stipend in the future.  Barbara Lindtner moved to approve the stipend increase of $775.14 for Jason Wager.  Rob 
Zisko seconded;  the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 

The Board reviewed all received correspondence.   
 
 

Public Comments   
 
No public comment was given. 

 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 
At this time, I, John Oehler, am an employee of PPL.  While I serve on the Board of Supervisors for Springfield Township, Bucks 
County, I do not represent PPL.  Should, however, any matter come up in the course of this Board that represents any conflict of 
interest involving PPL, I will recuse myself from the matter entirely. 
 
No other supervisor comments were given. 
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Adjournment 
 

At 11:20 p.m., Rob Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting. Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  August 28, 2012   
Approved:    


